
BALDERSTONE AND KIRKHOLT AREA FORUM 
 
 

Tuesday 3 June 2014 
St Mary’s Church, Oldham Road, 

Rochdale 
 
 

MINUTES 
 
 
 

Present: Colin Mottershead (Chair), R. David, K. McBride, J.Briggs, E.Warburton, D.Holt, 
M.Whalley, B.Harrison, B.Bergin, M.Wilson, P.Colclough and I.Kuczak 
 
Councillors: Councillor Kathleen Nickson 
 
Officers: Katie Moore (Township Management), Steve Lett (Environmental Management) 
PCSO Rachel Holland & PCSO Marc Dewhurst and Mohammed Sheraz (Youth Service) 
 
Apologies: Councillor Richard Farnell, Councillor Phillip Bethell and Louise Ashurst (RBH) 
 
 
1. INTRODUCTIONS AND CODE OF CONDUCT 
The chair introduced himself to the forum and thanked everyone for attending.  Attention was drawn 
to the code of conduct, a summary of which was read out.  All attendees were asked to abide by the 
code for the duration of the meeting. 
 
The chair welcomed PCSO Rachel Holland and newly elected ward member Councillor Kathleen 
Nickson. 
 
The chair informed the forum that sadly Mr Batley had passed away.  He kindly opened up St 
Mary’s Church for the area forums.  It was requested that a letter be sent to his family expressing 
the forum’s thanks for all he did. 
Action 1: Letter of thanks to be sent to the family of Mr Batley (Katie Moore) 
 
Following a restructure in the Council’s Township Team, it was advised that Katie Moore will now be 
supporting the Balderstone & Kirkholt ward.  The forum wanted to pass on their thanks to Andy 
Dawson who really supported the ward. 
 
2. GREATER MANCHESTER POLICE 
PCSO Holland advised that they are now back to full staffing with one police officer and 4 PCSOs 
covering the area. 
 
Crime figures from March 2014 to present day (comparisons made with figures from March 2013): 
 
Burglary 42% (increase). This equates to 14 
Burglary other Figures have stayed the same 
Vehicle crime 19% (increase). This equates to 4 
Criminal Damage 45% (decrease) 
ASB 22% (decrease) 
 
A resident asked whether the offenders of burglary and vehicle crimes are from the Rochdale area.  
It was advised that the majority are from Rochdale, however, they do come from other areas.  The 
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police reported that a new operation is in place focusing solely on burglary. 
 
Balderstone Park (ASB): Two youths have been identified.  Letters have been sent to parents and 
joint agency meetings organised. 
 
The last PACT meeting was well attended.  Some of the issues raised included off-road biking.  The 
police are not able to pursue anyone who is riding without a helmet.  If residents are able to identify 
the riders then this information needs to passed onto the police.  Residents are not encouraged to 
make recordings on their mobile phones as it could be considered as invading privacy and it is 
possible the police may have to hold phones for evidence.  There is the possibility of accessing the 
GMP bike team, however; each force has to make a bid for them as they cover all of the Greater 
Manchester area. 
 
The police are looking at ASB on two bridges (Ruskin and Gerrard), as reports of young people 
throwing bricks off the bridges have been received. 
 
Residents asked what numbers they should use to contact the police.  The details are: 
 

• 999 in an emergency. 

• Call 101 to report a non-emergency incident or make a general enquiry. 

• Contact the local neighbourhood team by telephone or email on 0161 856 8549 and 
rochdaleeast@gmp.police.uk. 

 
3. PRESENTATIONS 
 
Environmental Management 
Residents were invited to raise any local environmental issues. 
 

• Queens Drive - request for clean-up and bushes to be cut. 

• Balderstone Park - people are leaving dirty nappies.  It was advised that anyone being caught 

could be fined. 

• Platting Lane – request vegetation to be cut back. 

• Dicken Green towards the estate - medical inhalers and tablets have been left. 

• Footpath between 1-15 Hill Top Drive - requires sweeping. 

• Dog Fouling in the park - Steve Lett advised patrols have taken place.  Dog bags are available 

from the library. 

• 8 Gisburn Drive and 4 Gisburn Drive - request for grass to be cut. 

 
Action 2: Steve Lett to take back issues to Environmental Management Service with the view 
to address each item (Steve Lett) 
 
Issues can be raised outside forum meetings by contacting Environmental Management on Tel. 
0300 303 8884 or email: environmental.management@rochdale.gov.uk.  Alternatively, Environment 
Quality Surgeries are being held across the borough.  Residents are invited to attend sessions to 
raise any issues.  Surgeries will be held at Balderstone Library on: 20th June, 15th August, 24th 
October, and 28th November 2014 (all from 10am). 
 
Presentations were also provided by Street Pastors and Kirkholt Million.  Both presentations were 
very informative.  It was agreed to have Kirkholt Million as an agenda item so the forum can learn of 
the progress that is being made with the project. 
Action 3: Add Kirkholt Million to area forum agenda (Katie Moore) 
 
The forum discussed how they could advertise good news stories to promote the area.  Suggestions 
included using Rochdale Online. 



Action 4: Look at opportunities of advertisement through the Council’s newsroom (Katie 
Moore) 
 
4. MINUTES OF LAST MEETING AND MATTERS ARISING 
Minutes of the area forum dated 18 March 2014 were approved as a true record with the following 
amendments: 

• Kirkholt Millions to Kirkholt Million and, 

• Action 8: Change Barbara Bergin to Barbara Harrison. 

 
Queens Gardens 
A request was made to circulate information on the Heywood community garden scheme.  The 
scheme is called Wrigley Brook Allotments and is based at Wolsey Street, Heywood  OL10 3AT. 
 
It was advised that Groundwork has been continuing to help with the Queens Garden scheme.  It is 
thought that once they have finished that the keys will be handed to the community.  Volunteers are 
still needed and encouraged to get in touch. 
 
Forum Ideas 
Residents advised at the last meeting that they would like to hear presentations from Environmental 
Management and Street Pastors.  This action is now complete. 
 
A poster to advertise the forum is currently being reviewed by the Council’s Communication’s Team 
and will be distributed with the next area forum invite. 
 
Stoneyvale Court Litter Bin 
Steve Lett advised that a bin had been installed. 
 
GMP presence in the park 
This item was discussed as part of the police update. 
 
Leaf Clearance in the park 
This issue was raised with Environmental Management and is being added to the works schedule. 
 
Kirkholt Million presentation 
This item was added to the agenda.  See agenda item 3. 
 
Community Plan 
Kat Metcalfe has agreed to send a piece of work that the young people carried out within a Youth 
Session.  Katie will send Kat, Barbara’s contact details. 
 
Drinking cans - GP surgery 
It was unclear as to which surgery the action applied to.  Steve advised he would go to the GP 
surgery at The Strand. 
Action 5: Site visit to be carried out by Steve Lett at GP surgery (Steve Lett) 
 
Street lighting 
An update was provided on behalf of Councillor Farnell.  This matter is still being pursued by EON. 
 
5. FORUM IDEAS 
The forum discussed different ways of engaging the community and increasing the attendance at 
the area forums.  There was some concern that people may not know what an area forum is.  The 
group agreed to try and use an alternative name for the area forum. 
Action 6: Change name of area forum to community meeting (Katie Moore) 
 
It was requested to invite RBH to the next meeting to provide an update/presentation on progress 
with the development of The Strand. 



 
6. OPEN FORUM 
Youth Service Update 
Mohammed Sheraz advised the forum of the current provision on offer which includes two open 
access sessions on Tuesdays (6pm-9pm) and Saturdays (12pm-3pm) at Kirkholt Youth Club. 
 
The Youth Service has organised some clean ups in the area and are available to do more if 
needed.  It was advised that the Youth Service is in consultation with RBH around the relocation of 
the youth club. 
 
7. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING 
Tuesday 16 September 2014, 6.30pm-8.30pm, Kirkholt Community Church, Daventry Road, 
Rochdale 
 


	Minutes

